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Purpose of voices
Our people in Stellenbosch
are suffering terribly under
the lockdown. In order to
support them we need to hear
and respect their stories
about death, suffering,
survival and overcoming.

A record of stories
This bulletin will publish
stories from various parts of
Stellenbosch, to achieve its
purpose. Stellenbosch
Community Voices will
endeavour to publish this
bulletin every two weeks

More about
Stellenbosch
Community Voices
This Bulletin is accessible to
record suffering, survival and
overcoming stories from all
over Stellenbosch. If you
would like to know more
about us and contribute,
please contact one of our
community leaders:

Sherileen Phillips:
076-378-4522
Niklaas Willemse:
072-872-4573
Paul Roviss Khambule
072 610 8441

Stellenbosch Community Voices is an initiative by
Thumakele Gosa, Paul Hendler, Derrick Hendrickse, Mike
Hyland, Paul Roviss Khambule, Elizabeth Kotze, Wim
Lindeque, Luthando Mxesibe, Sherileen Phillips, Jan
Theron and Niklaas Willemse
We publish the stories as we have heard them (verbatim)
with only small changes for spelling and grammar where
this is necessary to clarify meaning. We put these stories in
quotation marks and also name the source of the story - this
is usually one of the 11 participants in Stellenbosch
Community Voices. Some times we summarise stories we
have heard but for which we haven’t received verbatim
text.

Voices from Kayamandi and Enkanini
Paul Khambule reports on Kayamandi:
"During these trying times, most people in Kayamnandi
like the rest of South Africa they find themselves in position
where they cannot provide for their families. It’s very hard
to watch parents running from one side of the community to
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the other, when they hear rumors that there is food
assistance given at a particular place. The virus has
reduced us to food hustlers.

Voices from
Cloetesville

Kayamnandi has few organisations that before the
Lockdown have been assisting families in difficulties with
food and many other supports the families may need. One
of those organisations is Love to Give, they are based in
Kayamnandi and they have been working for almost 10
years in the community.

Niklaas Willemse is assisting
Stellenbosch Unite in distributing
food parcels. However he notes this
concerning observation:
"When we distribute the food
parcel's, there's some some
landlords that take advantage to evict
some of the backyard dwellers. In
these cases we have informed the
police and have had some success
with this.
The police intervened and they are
speak to the landlord and tell the
landlord the revelations about
covid-19. And there should be no
evictions taking place and so the
backyard dwellers should put it back
into place.
There's also landlords which are
taking chances and disconnecting the
electricity of the backyard dwellers.
We have also applied for a spoliation
order which was granted to us. So the
landlord had put back on the
electricity”
Niklaas makes the point that both
landlord and backyard dwellers are in
the same situation with covid-19 but
that:
"We focus on the backyard dwellers
since most the landlords have
essential workers in the households"

During the lockdown, Love to Give like many other NGOs
have gone extra mile to find assistance for the community
in items for assistance. And when food is collected, people
are called on the previous day to come and collect food
parcels. Some Stellenbosch residents has been
mobilising through social media for contribution with food
parcels, which then get sent to Love 2 Give for distribution.
Ordinary people doing extra ordinary things, my true
heroes during these difficult times. People flock into
Love2Give daily, because they hear that they can get
assistance or they have been helped in the past. The
individuals walking - in are asked to leave their names and
contact details to be contacted when food is available
through donors.
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On the day of distribution, the people came and collected their food parcels, about 150 families
benefited. With a short space of time when everyone was realised and all food was distributed. A
huge crowd (about 200, in a space of 15 minutes) gathered outside the gate and they were also
looking for food parcels.
To contain the crowd, everyone was asked to leave their names and contact details to be contacted
when another food parcels opportunity presents itself. And it was explained to the crowd, how was
the parcels they have seen was distributed and what role Love2Give plays in the community.
The crowd after putting their names on the list left, off course disappointed that they will go back
home empty handed.
This painted a painful picture; there is huge need for food assistance, since most people are not
able to earn an income during this period. Given the economy of Stellenbosch is made up by
hospitality and farming (grapes). I encourage everyone who has means to contribute in a way they
can, small or big, all adds up and makes a huge difference.”

The scale of people needing assistance regarding food parcels just in the Kayamandi and
Enkini area appear to be quite overwhelming.
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Wim Lindeque offers this observation from Kayamandi and Enkanini:
"I can just say that we we distribute food Parcels here from the house bsasecause also I don't have
permits to travel around but this morning we've had over a hundred, I would say probably close to
a hundred and twenty people. We distributed about a hundred and four Parcels. That was all we
had and we were initially only prepared for about 50. Fortunately we had more parcels. 90% of the
people who came are people I've never seen before people who live either in Enkanini and
Kayamandi"
Wim continues by describing the logistical challenges of providing food parcels and hunger relief:
"Of course, we can't continue to give to everybody who comes so we've made a list now and we
have to cap it at around a 140/150 people per week. We are also supplying 10 families twice a
week with monthly groceries at pick n pay. Thats about R3000 every time but we do get donations
for the food parcels. But the basic story is just that people are not getting help from the official
channels and at the same time we cannot be sure that people are being completely honest about
receiving parcels. If we ask them and we don't normally ask them any questions, but you know, I
say have you seen food Parcels being distributed or ever heard of it? They all say no. So one
doesn't know whether they are saying no because they are scared we're not going to give them or
whether they trying to get additional parcels

Stellenbosch Unite has the following criteria that excludes people from getting food aid:
The COVID-19 AID criteria exclude the following individuals:
•
•
•
•
•

Individuals that were dependent on social aid prior to COVID-19.
Individuals that already receive aid from a non-profit organisation.
Individuals that receive a social grant of any nature.
Individuals that are still receiving an income from an employer or any other source.
Individuals that are still able to generate an income from informal trading or any other method.

This presents some challenges. Those that are receiving grants are usually heads of households
that allocate the grants to other necessities that are not food related. Also with the current crisis,
those that receive grants are now burdened with those that share the household who previously did
have an income but now do not.
Paul Khambule offers this observation:
"The issue on the grounds. It's a little bit challenging to make a determination about
grants because in a particular family in Kayamandi, let's say there's about eight people in a
family, three of them are kids you'll find that all three kids on the grant, but then on the those
grants are normally used to benefit the kids specifically and does not contribute to their household
in terms of food and all those things. It buys their clothing and contributes to school activities”
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The South African Government has pledged to supply R350 social relief grants via SASSA to
those in need. This only applies to individuals who are not currently receiving existing SASSA
grants. However this has not come without serious challenges. It is reported that as of the 25 of
May SASSA has only managed to pay 10 people during a trial run out of 2.6 million approved
applicants. Read more here.

Voices from Jamestown
Elizabeth Kotze reports on the community in Jamestown:
"Members of the community are dealing with their issues day to day. What they can get today for
themselves and for their kids. Even though it's lockdown some people are still going house to
house to try get small donations. But people don't want to give saying 'You know it's lockdown!'
so they end up coming back with nothing and are hopeless.
Some people are struggling to apply for grants because they don't even have ID books. Some
families literally have nothing. They are really struggling. Some are being evicted."
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Voices from Idas Valley
Shirleen reports the following from the Idas Valley Community:

"This is how covid 19 is effecting the people of idasvalley:
The desperate need leads to breaking in at homes and churches so the crime rate is getting
worse each day.
With the food parcels contribution, people feel disappointed due to favouritism and unfairness.
The elderly feel that the government is neglecting them due to cutting them off the food parcels.
The children are still dwelling on the street like there is no lockdown due to parents not being able
to control the children anymore. The parents feel that the children feels trapped in a cage and now
they become aggressive and they miss their school and still there no government plan for the
children.

Unemployed youngsters feel that the there no food at home now they must go to the street to get
some food due to desperation.
Pregnant moms stay in home due to covid 19 but they feel why are they suppose to sit at home
trapped behind close door while others are disobeying the lockdown rules.
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Social distancing is quite huge problem in our community because no one seems to be serious
about distancing themselves from other.
There is a lot of unemployment now due to this lockdown and this the lost of income leads to
poverty because they can't afford electricity or even pay bills. The worst nightmare is that they
cannot afford food."

Shirleen continues to report that:

"Idasvalley welsyn has delivered parcels today from the welsyn social development but some
people have qualified for food parcel and some have not qualified.
People were turned down and were very disappointed. According to the organisers your name
should appear on the list. If not you don't qualify.
People were very angry and said that this is unfair towards the poorest.
There is a bigger need in Idasvalley and the pensioners feel left out in the cold due to them not
qualifying because of their SASSA grant”
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Mask Up For COVID 19
Paul Khambule added this from Kayamandi:

"The use of ‘fabric’ face masks as an additional preventative measure against COVID-19 has been
recommended for public use. The spread of COVID-19 is mainly via respiratory droplets produced
when an infected person coughs or sneezes, similar to how influenza and other respiratory
pathogens spread. Therefore, wearing a fabric face mask is added as a prevention measure to help
limit community transmission of the virus.

Wearing a mask is not a primary preventative measure and should not provide a false sense of
protection that leads to a misuse of masks. COVID-19 preventative measures include the exercise
of good hand hygiene and physical distancing.

Kayamandi took to the task to make the fabric face masks, which are sold within the community.
Below are profiles of fashion designers and dressmakers in Kayamandi. There many of them, but
for this article we only managed to speak to the following;

Moipatie Poppy Ngubo is the mother of two adorable kids. Poppy is studying Hospitality and
doing her second year at West Coast College. During these trying times of the Covid - 19
pandemic she spent most of the time sitting at home doing nothing. To counteract the boredom she
decided to put her hidden talent of sewing to use.

She sits by the gate, where there is movement of people and they can see the masks she has for
sale. She makes the masks from unused curtains, shopping bags, off cuts and also purchases
material with African prints. She hugely appreciates the support she is getting from the
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community, true Ubuntu. She uses the money made from the masks to buy food for the little baby,
get food and data to do her school work.

Please support Poppy; you can reach her on the following numbers: 0784651898/ 0818145863
Her prices are R40 for each mask; if you purchase more than 10 you can get a discounted rate of
R35 per mask.

Lebohang Masokanye is a well known designer in Kayamnandi. She studied fashion design at
NMU University. That's where she learned the skills of garment construction.

The masks that Lebo produce follow the guidelines of the South African Medical Department and
Corona Health Task Team. Each mask is made up of 3 layers, and third inner layer is made of
lining to ensure softness on skin.
The prices are R40.00 per unit and R30.00 if you buy 30 masks or more. To place your order you
can WhatsApp her on 067 644 2096 or message her on Facebook (Facebook handle @Lebohang
Chioma Masokanye).”
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